Safety Nets for Pastoralists by CGIAR System Management Office
The two options for livestock herders facing 
recurring drought in the Horn of Africa have 
been to watch their animals perish from 
hunger or to sell their animals at rock-bottom 
prices. They now have a third option: buying 
insurance. ILRI and public and private partners 
in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia are 
offering tailored insurance to pastoralists. 
This ‘index-based livestock insurance’ relies on 
satellite images showing the state of vegetation 
in a region. Contract holders receive payouts 
when forage conditions deteriorate below a 
certain historical level.
Learn more at: 
https://ibli.ilri.org
SAFETY NETS FOR 
PASTORALISTS
Insuring the never-before-insured against 
catastrophic drought 
SHAMSA KOSAR, A BENEFICIARY OF TAKAFUL INSURANCE IN WAJIR, NORTHERN KENYA. SOURCE: RICCARDO GANGALE/ILRI
To date, over 14,000 pastoralists, 40% of 
them women, have purchased Index-based 
Livestock Insurance (IBLI) policies, and almost 
$200,000 has been paid out during times of 
severe drought. 
Rigorous impact assessment has shown that 
this pastoral insurance has led to:
- 36% decrease in distress sales of livestock
- 25% less likelihood of coping by reducing 
daily meals
- 33% reduction in dependence on food aid
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